TRTICL For|
ONPAGE_ B~/ G

AP? Approved qu Releas

DLV VN bl

28 APRIL 1983

e 2007/11/27 : CIA-RDP85M00364R002304490148-0

Reagan Defends T bugh Policy on Disclosures

By FRANCIS X. CLINES
President Reagan, -comtending that
some pews articles based on unsuthor
ized disciosures of Governmmem infor.
mstion bad American rels-
tions with a foreign country, yesterday
defended his attempts 10 resmict the
fiow of some information to the news

*‘We're pot trying 1o hide anvthing
that shouldn't be hidden,™ Mr.
said in remarks at the convention of the
American Newspaper Publishers As-
sociatior in Manhattan. He offered no
specific examples of articles that had
endanged American relations abroad.

*] really.am pretty upset about Jeak-
ers,” Mr. Reagan said in det his
Administration's policy. The te
Bouse has sugpesied legislation that
would impose jail sentences an Govern-
ment emplovees and former emplovees
who disclose secre: informatior. without
permissior, and would require Govern-
ment workers 10 submit t¢ polygraph
tests to prove their innocence.

Questions About Disclosures

Fielding guestions st & huncheon ap-

yce at the publishers’ convention,

4. keagar was asked whether his AG-

ministration bad been 3¢ unnervec by

unauthorized disciosures that it was ai-

tempting to increase the volume of io-

formation Cclassified as secret for
*“politica) comvenience.”’

Be replied that, on the contrery, the
White House sas * to reduce
unpecessary classification,” but that
his freedom to serile sensitive policy

] by prema-
ture and inacourate disclosures.

*With regard to natonal security,
we're not doing anything that 1 think un-
fairly imposes & restriction on the right
of the peopie 10 know, '’ M. Reagen sajd
speech in the Grand Baliroom of

aldorf-Astoria.
1z response to questions, be de-

.

B
e

fended the behavior of lnterior Secre-

wary James G. Watt, saying his record
was strong but had been distorted.

**Maybe sometimes be asked for 1t by

careless remarks or * Mr.

Reagan said. But, be added, 1 doot

know of anyane in that department who

has dooe a better job.”
Beach Boys Flap Recalled

*Op the musical side, Nancy bad to

tell me that the Beach Boys weren't a

laughter with bis allusion to Mr. Wartt's

abortive attempt to dictate the kind of

that could perform at

musical gToups
the Fourth of July celebration o the

Capitol Mall.

Asked what criticism be might have
about the performance of Paul A
Volcker as chairman of the Federal Re-
serve Board, Mr. Reagan repliec, **Not
¢ thing.” Be said he was “‘surprised’
about erticies, clearly basec on re-
marks to reporters by his own White
House aides, speculating that be was
not likely to reappoint Mr. Volcker in
Augus:. ‘“There has been no considers-
tion or talk of any kind about tha:,” M:.
Reagan saic.

President Reages was well received
by the publishers. Even when defending
his information policy trom the news
executives' skepticism, be was ap-
plauded when he t0ld how he preferred
10 keep Option papers private $o0 be
could maintaine ‘“‘board of directors’
approach to decisiap-making.

Large Crowds Turn Omt
**The only difference being, we do not
take a vote,” be said of his prerogative
as Presiden:. The publisbers laughed
approvingly. :

. Sizable crowds waved at Mr. Reagan

as his motorcade moved through the
city. Outside the hotel, a group of

demonstrators chanted, “No Viemam
War in El Salvador.”

group,” be continued, drawing | jected

gently hinted that the

clear tha:, **pretty soon they won't be
calling it Reaganomics any more.”
In to a question about the

estirate of large Federa) deficits in
£200 billion range for the next
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Private savings were stimulated by
recovery, he said, and 80 interest
would po' rise drastically again
cause “‘the Government is not going
be hogging all the private capital toat
available.”

mﬁw'dud
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Democrat of New York. He had warped
the publishers that a ‘“‘truly menacing
atmosphere” pow threatened First
Amendmen: freedoms because of ai-
tempts by the Reagan Administration
|t restrict the outward fiow of Goverp-
ment information.

1o response, M:. Reagan said yester-
day, “the law provides” for priscm
terms 0! up to three years for anvone
who relaases secre: information with-
out suthority. The White House later
corrected this to note that it was only a
proposed penalty and not yet law.

Mr. Reagan also described 3 prod>-
lem, difficult to repair, where he said
unauthorized information endangered
relatione with another pation. He did
not dentity the country por did he indi.
cate whether the embarrassing infor-
mation was truthtul,
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